
Hearn Kirkwood Edition 

Week of January 30, 2012 

APPLES/PEARS 
Eastern prices are steady for now, but expect a slightly 
higher market next month. Washington Reds are 
ǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǎƛȊŜ ууκмллΩǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƎƘ ŎƻƭƻǊΦ DƻƭŘŜƴ 
5ŜƭƛŎƛƻǳǎ ƛǎ ƘŜŀǾȅ ǘƻ ууκмллΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ƎǊŀŘŜǎΦ 
Granny-{ƳƛǘƘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ууκмллΩǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǊŜ 
heavy extra-ŦŀƴŎȅ ƎǊŀŘŜǎΦ Dŀƭŀǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ууΩǎ 
and smaller and also producing more of the extra-fancy 
grades. Washington Honey Crisp is peaking on 
ууκмллΩǎΣ but availability is low as most shippers will 
finish by the end of January. Cameos, Pink Ladys, 
Jonagolds, Fujis, Braeburns and other varietals are still 
available. Washington Bartletts are heavy to the US#1 
ƎǊŀŘŜ ŀƴŘ ǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ мллΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ with light 
availability. 5Ω!ƴƧƻǳ pears are also peaking on the US# 
1 grade and are evenly spread across the size 
spectrum. Washington Bosc pears are peaking on 
мллκммлΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ƎƻƻŘ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƛƭƛǘȅΦ wŜŘ 
5Ω!ƴƧƻǳ and Stark Crimson Red pears are still available. 
 
ASPARAGUS 
Supplies out of Mexico have picked up on small and 
standard sizing. Extra large and jumbo sizes continue 
to be light. Peruvian product continues to have extra 
large and jumbos available if needed. 
 
AVOCADO 
Mexico harvest continues with steady supplies. Size 
пуΩǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǘƛƎƘǘ, with good supplies on 
слŎǘΦ /ƘƛƭŜΩǎ ǾƻƭǳƳŜ ƛǎ ǎǘŜŀŘȅΦ 
 
BELL PEPPERS 
Western-Green & Colored Bells: Green Bell Pepper 
production is improving. Production is shifting towards 
smaller/choice fruit with lighter supplies on larger 
fruit. Colored Bells are improving in supplies. 
Conventional Colored Bells are increasing in 
production.  
Eastern Bells: With ample volume from both sides of 
the country, demand in the east is off. 

BERRIES 
Strawberries: Good weather in Florida and 
Mainland Mexico has brought on volume. Quality is 
being reported as good out of all growing areas. 
Stem Strawberries will be in high demand soon.   
Blackberries: Quality remains good to fair with 
moderate supplies.  
Blueberries: Quality is being reported as good. 
Raspberries: Quality remains good. 
 
BROCCOLI 
Supplies are good on bunched product as well as 
crowns. Warmer weather in the growing regions 
continues to increase supplies. Availability is good.  
 
CARROTS 
California carrot supplies remain good, but with the 
cooler winter weather growth is slowing sizing and 
volumes on the jumbo size carrots are beginning to 
lighten. 
 
CAULIFLOWER 
Good supplies are in the sixteen counts. Growers 
are continuing to deal with brown spotting and 
yields have been affected. The overall quality has 
been fair. 
 
CELERY 
Some suppliers are sold out while others have very 
light availability. Better availability on 36ct. sizing. 
Santa Maria, Oxnard and Yuma are the main areas 
of production. The quality is good. Large sizing is 
still commanding a higher price. 
 
CITRUS 
Lemons: Supply and demand is about equal on most 
sizes. Quality is good. 
Oranges: The Navels are in full production. Quality 
looks very nice and fruit is now full natural color. 
Pack outs are running heavy to fancy grades. 
Limes: Supplies are better. 
 



CUCUMBERS 
Western Cucumber:  Market is stabilizing as production 
increases with the improving weather. 
Eastern Cucumbers: Supplies are plentiful. Quality on 
Honduran product has been excellent. 
 
EGGPLANT 
Western Eggplant: Supplies continue to stabilize.  
Eastern Eggplant: The quality is decent with good 
availability. 
 
GRAPES 
Chilean fruit is coming in to both coasts with good 
quality. The red & green grapes are very small-mostly 
9/16 to 10/16. We should see better sizing soon as 
growing areas change in Chile.  
 
GREEN ONIONS 
Supplies are light to moderate with most shippers. The 
quality continues to have a few issues with decay upon 
arrival. Pencil sizing will have the best availability.  
 
LEAF LETTUCE  
Blister and peel continues to be a problem with all 
suppliers on romaine. This is an industry wide issue. 
Yields continue to be down with all suppliers. Blister, 
tip burn and epidermal peel are issues we will be 
dealing with for the next several weeks. Green and red 
leaf will have similar issue as romaine, but not as 
drastic. The main growing area is in Yuma. The Thermal 
area has picked up in production numbers. Supplies out 
of Santa Maria are light in availability. 
 
LETTUCE 
Supplies are good with most suppliers. Epidermal peel 
and blister continues to be seen upon arrivals, but the 
frequency is less. Lettuce carton weights are averaging 
42-46 lbs. The availability is good. 
 
MELONS 
Cantaloupe: Demand exceeds supplies. Offshore fruit is 
extremely limited. Quality is good.  
Honeydew: Demand exceeds supplies. Offshore fruit is 
more limited on dews then Cantaloupe. Mexican fruit is 
extremely limitedΦ ±ŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ сΩǎ 
available. Fruit is selling out before it comes to port 

ONIONS 
The Northwest has good supplies of yellows and reds in 
storage. Texas is still crossing a few Mexican sweets 
along with sack medium & jumbo yellows. Yellow 
quality has been excellent in the northwest. White 
supplies are fairly limited. 
 
POTATOES 
Idaho Norkotahs are still limited. The Norkotah profile 
is smaller and they continue to peak on 70-100ct. 
Idaho is running mostly Burbanks and are producing 
Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ улΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ тлΩǎΦ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ 
peak on the larger counts. Colorado is peaking on 70ct. 
And larger. The quality for Russets has been excellent 
in all growing areas. Bakersfield, CA is still packing 
Reds, Golds and Whites. The availability in CA is better 
on all colors. Washington and N. Dakota continue 
packing Reds and Golds with both areas heavier to A-
size. Gold supplies are limited in both areas as we 
approach the end of the storage season. Wisconsin is 
also packing Reds, Whites and Golds. Whites and Golds 
are limited in Wisconsin. Idaho is still packing Reds and 
Golds and peaking on the A-size. Quality has been fair 
to excellent. 
 
SQUASH 
Western: Markets are very unsettled due to gaps in 
harvesting as a result of a previous cold snap. Demand 
exceeds current availability. It will take a while for 
pipeline to replenish. 
Eastern: Supplies are very limited on Green and 
Yellow squash with demands exceeding supplies. 
Warmer temperatures in S. Florida should bring 
product back around in the next several days, but until 
then prices will remain high and availability will be 
minimal. 
 
STONE FRUIT 
Chilean fruit is available with limited supplies on both 
the west & east coast on  Nectarines, Peaches, Plums 
and Cherries. 



VALUE ADDED 
The Lettuce supplies are much stronger with all 
suppliers. Romaine supplies are good, but quality will 
be suspect. Broccoli supplies are strong. The 
Cauliflower supplies have picked up, so availability will 
not be an issue. Expect all Value-Added products to 
have less of a shelf life, due to weaker raw material 
being used. Past frigid have played havoc on the 
growth of most produce items. 

TOMATOES 
Western: Demand exceeds supplies in Mexico. 
Crossings are still increasing. Quality is excellent. 
Eastern: Volume has dropped in Florida with many 
shippers going into their late winter skip. The quality is 
good. 
 
WATERMELON 
Current availability on Seedless watermelons is heavier 
towards 4ct as most are now receiving from Jalisco. We 
are experiencing a small flush. Anticipate some gaps as 
small flush takes its course and affects the production. 
Seeded watermelon will be available in light supplies as 
Jalisco gears up. 
 



Local & Regional Markets 

 

Great Apples and still great supplies. Arc Green Houses in New Jersey is having a good 

winter due in a large part to milder temperatures this winter. Micro greens and their 

Baby Greens are a great, ñlocalò addition to all menus.   

 

Do not forget our continuous supplies of local Mushrooms from Bascianni Foods. 
 

  Donôt forget about our year round local availability of meats,  

dairy, mushrooms and hydroponics. 

 

Check out our Local & Regional Availability Flyer for a complete listing of available product. 

ñWhere Freshness Is Always In Seasonò 

7251 Standard Drive, Hanover, MD 21076 

410.712.6000 or 301.621.2992 

www.hearnkirkwood.com 

www.facebook.com/hearnkirkwood 


